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x fiifes. the President to undertake the 
Gilding bf « Nicaragua canal if he fails 

Nhis efforts to build a Panama Canal. 
te of the act are mandatory. 
= failed to make terms with Co- 
bia, then, first obtaining control of 

ae 

Prrecessary territory by treaties with 
ira: and Costa Rica, the Presi-- 
‘shall through the said Isthmian 
in} Coniasion cause to be excavated. 
Peonstructed a ship canal and water- 
‘@ point on the shore of the 

ab Sea near Greytown by way of 

p aficaragua to a-point near Brito on 

¢ Pacific Ocean.” This mandate is 
em pe however, by the use of the 
| " rd “ reasonable ” in Section 4. The 
pesider t is to adopt the Nicaragua route 
pin case he should be unable to ob- 
a satisfactory title to the property 
‘new Panama Canal Company and 

ne control ‘of the. necessary territory of 
” Republic of Colombia “within a 
si bie time and upon reasonable 
ms.’ Had no proceedings been taken 
Mmcér the act the construction to be put 
bon the word “reasonable” would be 
fithin the discretion of the President. 
Wile might give Colombia six months or @ 
ear in which to reconsider her rejection 

i the treaty. 
"SBut proceedings have been taken, and 
he course of. the phrase “ rea- 
@imble time” has Keen defined. The 
}-Herran treaty declares in its twén- 

; igh n article that “ this convention 
) signed by the contracting parties 

| bé ratified according to the laws 

F the respective countries, and ratifi- 
/@ations shall be exchanged at Washing- 
Sten within a term of eight months from 
@his Gate.”' The treaty was signed on 
jan. 22. That is the date referred to in 
Article 28. The eight months within 
9 ratifications must be exchanged 
will expire on Tuesday, Sept. 22. That 
ticle of the treaty unmistakably gives 
measure of the “ reasonable time ” 
nen ti in the-act. In fixing eight 
fionths as the period within which rati- 
ations might be exchanged the nego- 
tore imust have had all the cireum- 

ihnces in view, including the terms of 

@ Spooner act. Besides, eight months is 
fagh time for any country acting in 
pA faith to give to the consideration 
of e ‘treaty of this mature, It is cer- 
| ink pall the time this country can af- 
@ to grant in view of the unconscion- 
Je delays “which Have already post- 
i the beginning of the canal, disap- 
the just hopes of the Ameri- 
‘people and putting off the comple- 
ee oor ver waite 8 be of wn. 
ivantage to the world’s commerce. 
e mandate of Congress will have full 
and effect after Sept. 22. It will 
t be the duty of the President to 
Buse treaties to be negotiated with Nica- 
deue Gnd Costa Rica. We have ho 
t that steps preliminary to those ne- 

fons have already been taken. It 

bie lear to the actual friends of an Isth- 
ni : canal, and it must be clear to the 
wemident and his a@visers, that the situ- 
: in ‘Colombia ‘s, hopeless. There 
r persons in this country who 
eve that the Pananm roitte was 
sent i as a means of Killing the under- 
ie altogether. ‘Théir belief has been 
4 i Dy the curious attitude of 
! j Colombian Government, by all the 
asking and filling at Bogota, and by 
p fease of untrustworthy reports which 
‘reached us as to the probable fate 
treaty. At any rate, the treaty 

I be dead on Sept. 22, and anybody 
» asserts that there is a reasonabi¢ 
" oie putting mew life into it will 
a “under a burden of proof too 

| fap or ordinary shoulders, even for 
“ Siders of Senator Hanna himself. 

| anal enterprise has been fifty 
eee be ypangerene It is time 
‘the work of digging it. We 

} justified in further entertaining 

; st that we can come to terms with 
mbia. In giving up es year to the 
t to resume and-continue the 

bich pm Lassers began and ear- 
oneal el gaheepgiaiggsat 
Puptcy. an@é thes we have 
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fand tet Parks and his 


anf im the Labor Day pai 


erey 
is Fe t it ied ReMpesPes) 


as coungpnin ik aa rome stor 
Marshal. It {s to be hoped that the'Die- | 


trict Attorney will take no action to-in- 
terfere with this plan.” 
tuate the now open ahd datigerous con- 


tempt of organized labor for law and} 
erect a very contemptible figure into a] 


it would accen+ |: 


rhartyr if he was-locked up in the Tombs 2 


over Labor Day. <A proper and fitting 
sequel to the incident would be for self- 
respecting mechanics to remain at home 
Go the 
parading. His character ts such that his 
further recognition by 
a leader will compromise every man in 
union membership. This-is not because 
he was convicted and has been in prison, 
but because he fs an ‘unrepentant black- 
mailer and blackguard, a deliberate per- 
jurer on the witness stand, and an in- 
cubus to the unions with which.he is 
identified. He is entitled to his rights, 
but the fewer honors he receives the bet- 
ter for the interests of tabor., Public 
opinion is not wholly negligible. 
Fn one 3 en 


M. DE WITTE’S NEW ‘POST. 

It is not easy for a foreign observer 
always ta interpret accurately. the 
changes in the Ministers of the Czar of 
Russia. But an interpretation ofthe pror 
motion of M. pp WirTe to the post of 
President of the Couneil,-when made’ by 
the Foreign Office of Frante; must have 
@ good deal of weight. It is reported that 
the Foreign Office of Prance has author- 
ized a statement that the change in px 
Wittzr's position amounts to putting him 
oh one side, since his new place is hon- 
orary, with much less power than that of 
the Minister of Finance. 

Still, there are two ways of regarding 
the change. It is quite true that the of- 
fice of President of the Council has not 
in the past carried with it power equal 
to:that of the Finarice Minister. But in 
the curious and obscure system of auto- 
cratic rule prevailing in Russia, it is hard 
to know what degree of inflyence the oc- 
cupant of any one office may have as 
compared with another. As President of 
the Council M. oO» Wrrrs hes the ear of 
the Czar, and the power that was insig- 
nificant yesterday may turn out to be 
great to-morrow. In the long’ run the 
Czar has to work through his agents, 
and his individual will may be directed 
and even paralyzed by his Ministers if 
they act together. But when there is 


discord between the Ministers, no one. 


ean tell at what moment he may put one 
or another of them above the reést, or 
dictate a policy which, if it be clearly 
his policy, and he has by him a man will- 
ing and able to carry it out, must be 
accepted. 

Doubtless it haf long been the aim of 
M. ps Pusuve to get pe Witte out of 
the Finance Ministry and also out of the 
Council altogether. A few months ago 
he seemed to be on the point of doing 
both. When M. ps WiTtTrs wae sum- 
moned from Siberia tothe presence of 
the Czar at Livadia t6 meet the serious 
charges submitted by pr Pieeve and 
his party, it was thought certain that 
he would be disniissed to private life. 
He obtained a few weeks’ délay, and 
used it to such advantage that he has 
retained his office until the present, has 
been allowed to choose his successor, who 
is a former subordinate and associate in 
the Treasury, and has been accorded the 
post of President of the Council, which 
is ‘admitted in the statement of the 
French Foreign Office to carry with it 
the continued control of the negotiation 
of the German and other trade treaties. 
If this be the situation, it is far from «4 
complete defeat for the former Finance 
Minister. It is, on the contrary, a situa- 
tion from which he may possibly advance 
to greater influence than he has ever yet 
enjoyed. 

Where are reasons why the rest of the 
werld should strongly desire that this 
prove to be the case. Thé influence of 
M. pgp WirTe has uniformly been in ‘fa- 
vor of peace and opposed to the aims 
of the military party in Russia. It is 
not known, and it is not dikely, that he 
shares the Czar’s dreamy love of peace, 
or that he is a stranger to the deep-seat- 
ed ambition of the ruling class in Rus- 
sia for the aggrandisement of the coun- 
try. But whatever use he ‘might uwltt- 
mately be willing to make of the strength 
of Russia, he has been convinced that 
that strength can only be: matured 
through s long period of peace. He hes 
worked patiently and, courageously for 
the development of the internal resources 
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labor as]. 


satther ap csttes Of Shot abe on watie’. 
of law does the condition of facts seem 
to show that reckless and gross negli- 
gence which the law reqitires in order to 
punish negligence as criminal or which 


‘makes men regard it as @ crime. In or- 


der to make out a case against these Di- 
rectors, it seems that it would be neces- 
sary to show that they had neglected to 
take the precautions against accident 
which were usual and customary in the 
businese which they were conducting. 
Moreover, it would probably be neces- 
sary to show that the attention of these 
Directors, personally and individually, 
had been drawn to the necessity of some 
further provision by the technical ex- 
perts in their employment, and that they 
had then neglected and refused to make 
the proper provision. If the Public 
Prosecutor has evidence of such negili- 
gence, he hag not given it to the public. 
It does not follow that the indictment 
these officials have been cited to answer 
was merely the result of the effusiveness, 
of‘a Grand Jury which desired to ex- 
press strongiy its horror at the acci- 
dent. The diligence 4o which a carrier 
of passengers is bound, and for the feg- 
lect of which he is responsible in dam- 
ages, is much greater than that for the 
heglect of which he can be helé criminal- 
ly Hable. Such slight negligence as 
would be entirely inefficient to sustain 
an indictment may be amply sufficient 
to sustain a civil suit. And the indict- 
ment and trial of these Directors, even 
if futile in themselvés, may lay the 
foundations of civil sults as.a result of 
which the Directors will be admonished 
in_the most effective manner that, al- 
though they are not guilty of man- 
slaughter, they have omitted to take pre- 
cautions which would have averted « 
frightful massacre, and that their corpo- 
ration is responsibie for that omission. 
SSS 
SEVENTH AVENUE AS A TUNNEL 
In the case of the proposed “spur” of 
the rapid transit tennel system on Broad- 
way from Union Square to Forty-second 
Street, the “ asiti-ditch ” agitation began 
in a perfectly proper effort to make eure 
that the conditions which have so long 
existed on Fourth Avenue, Forty-second 
Street, and other parts of the work éév- 
ered by Contract No. 1, would not He-re- 
peated in what is the main north afd 
south thoroughfare of the middle section 
of Manhattan. That it quickly outran 
its original purpose we have>seenh. It 
needed only the force of intemperate ex- 
ample to stimulate a bitter antagonism 
to any practicable form of rapid transit 
improvement in Fulton Street, Brooklyn, 
and now in Seventh Avenue, Manhattan. 
So far as Fulton Street_is concerned, the 
propriety of a demand for the safeguard- 
ing of public and private interests is as 
obvious as in the case of Broadway from 
Union Square to Long Acré Square. To 
go further in either case and dictate to 
the Rapid Transit Commission what form 
of tunnel may and what must not be 
built, irrespective of the public interest 
and the unity. of the system, shows that 
Soruns are -at ‘work $6 thanGiaetune “ pith- 
lic opinion.” 





In the cage of Seventh Avenue the} 


whole “ anti-ditch ” agitation is artificial 
and lacks ary reasonable basis. The same 
thing may now be expected In the case 
of every street selected or proposed fot 


subway improvement, and with greater 


propriety in the case of any other street 
in New York than Seventh Avenue. A 
four-track tunnel and pipe gallery could 
be built there On any plan likely to be 
approved by the Rapid Transit Commis- 
sion, with less immediate injury, mdre 
ultimate and permanent benefit to prop- 
erty, and greater public advantage, than 
on ahy other available route. Its busi- 
ness is nearly all retall In a very small 
way. The few factories on its eornets 
have salesrooms elsewhere. Very little of 
the Seventh Avenue property can now 
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sible for the way the work is prosecuted, | 


and if ali it expects to do is dore, 
even “ditching” will be robbed of the 
terrors which now attend it. The prop- 


erty owners of Seventh Avenue would | 


do well to study the work now going on 
in lower Broadway. 
Fo ene nnn an | 





ARE MEN STRONGER OR WEAKER? 


The average chance of living is always 
a fascinating subject for discussion, sci- 
entific or other. It was taken up at the 
convention of the actuaries on Monday 
with results that are on the whole both 
interesting and cheerful. | 
Mr. Cuanuton T. Luwis, who adds to 
great technical skill a broad philosophical 
turn of mind, called ettention to the 
fact that the average term of life had 


‘been increased rather by prolonging the 


life of the weak than by adding to the 
vitality of the strong, and he intimated 
that it was open to doubt whether the 
saving of the weak compensated for 
diminution tn the vitality of the strong. 
We do not know that science has yet es- 
tablished the conclusion that the vitality 
of the strong is really diminished, If it 
be not, if thé strong are as steone as 
éver, and those who formerly were weak 
ate stronger, then it is hardly an open 
question whether the race has advanced. 
Almost any one, under these conditions, 
would think that it had. 

The change, whatever it is, that has 
taken place, Mr. Laws attributes to im- 
provements in the prevention and in the 
treatment of disease, to better sanita- 
tion, and better medical treatment. Un- 
Goubtedly one of the most marked ef- 
fects of these is the lesseriftié’ of’ the 
death rate of infants, and it is probatile 
that among the infants saved there is a 
larger proportion who grow up relatively 
feeble than there was among the smaller 
number who were tough enough to sur- 
vive the worse conditions of former times. 

But it is obvious that with the weak 
who are saved from perishing there 
must be @ considerable number of fairly 
strong who are save from mvalidiem, 
who would have been sickly in the past 
an@d now are Healthy. In these cases 
there is a substantial increase in vitality. 
The exact effect on longevity.and on vig- 
or of the changes in modern existence is, 
of course, @ tangled inquiry. It is easy 
enough td givé offhand solutions of it 
that may well be too optimistic. But ft 
is also easy to suggest solutions that are 
too pessimistic. Not that Mr. Laewrs 
does this, but othera, who havé followed 
his line of argument, have tended 
te do s0, 

Se 

A thistake in copying statistical data 
led to two unfortunate errors fn an article 
on “The Cost of Mannfacturers’ Mate- 
riale” printed in Tae Times on Monday. 
The advance in cost of carpet woels 
should have been $80,000 instead of 
$8,000,000. With this manifest error 
adjusted, the tax burden upon the manu- 
facturer is somewhat reduced, but the 
difference between 12 and 7 per cent 
neédiessly taken from him does not less- 
en the evil of the practice. 


LESS 
TOPICS OF THE Times. . 
Judging from the letter from Mr, 
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Té thé Bditor of The New York Times: 

In my letter of Aug,.27, published on 
Aug. 90, I notice that the measurement 
rule of the New York Yacht Club, as you 


ofay, = FS wih 


an Se ioe lenge and give ‘he 


ame result. 
I raul trust that Sg hoy article will start 
a discussion tO Rood re- 


e as which wilr } ‘a ggBonen 
New York, Aug. Si, 1908. 
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“ Unfortunately an ocean exists- where we 


-should have preferred prairies, but it is 
traversed in aboet the same thie as the | 


the pathway to reunion of the two once 
unfted branches? Not I. My faith is un- 
shakable that some day this will be accom- 
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IRON ORE SUPPLY OF AMERICA. 
Nor is it a. question which the manufact- 


7 urer of America can safely neglect. It was 


because it forced itself so strongly upon 
us that we secured such an abundant. sup- 
ply of the best ore obtainable. For sixty 
years, I think, the Unite@ States Steel Cor- 
poration is supplied at its present rate of 
tion, but geo fond is as 7 eos 
‘to the of a nation, 
veries Sinan iron pe that che 
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Exhibit to be Made at ro Louis 
Taking Form. 
BERLIN, . Sept. 1--The exhibit 


Germany is to make at the St. Louis 2 ey Me 
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ie taking form. Some 
have already been made, and it is 


to forecast the whole with tolerable apoust ¥ 
racy. The exhibit will adequately: reptes $ 
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‘ ; . ~,*)t8 ’ ~ a ’ ‘ sor . > Phy : . 4. 
’* 
at , 3k t ; ‘ > s Jone ‘ j : “Or Ae’ ate ate it SEC: rSOT iyii rorne ‘ ‘ P 
eventee Stree re : : ot 497, map Oth St, prior mtg $5,500 a AUBURNDALE” 
: - 





a es ‘ hag . ' > ‘ 2 , i> . >t) UJ ? ® it, ‘ . Lobe ; 

Mon BE. Ossermar ras bid. fc ower ce Zupfel’s Sons, (mtg or R4th & 00 Es 2 ; 50C HOW we give them away? a8 
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) srste 7 se fiv te sideratio re -» \ 2,900 Has its own railroad station in the CENTRE of the Tract! 
Is only 30 niffiutes from Herald Square, the centre of New York! 
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